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DISCUSSION GUIDE – Based on the 3-minute video at OverflowToday.com titled: 

Why Die for a Lie? 
Featured is Gary Habermas, author of the book THE CASE FOR THE RESURRECTION OF JESUS 
from Kregel Publications   Filmed at the Veritas Apologetics conference. http://veritasseminary.com/ 

 

Section 1 
Discuss what you applied in the past seven days from the last OverflowToday show. 

 

Read Acts 6:8-15 and Acts 7:51-59.   

List a range of possible motivations for a man like Stephen to proclaim perspectives or a storyline that 
would contradict the establishment’s opinions on a matter.    

(Power, political gain, popularity with the people, a message  he strongly believed in, etc.)    

 

 Which of thoe motivations seem reasonable when compared to the possible cost of risking, and then 
ultimately losing his life for the message he proclaimed?  Why would someone risk so much when a 
simple denial of beliefs would secure his safety? 

 

 

Section 2 
Watch the podcast entitled “Why Die for a Lie?” at http://OverflowToday.com 

 

Section 3 
What did you think?  What stood out to you as you watched this? 
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Who and where do we currently see examples of people around the world who are willing to die for 
their beliefs and what are their reasons for such?  List as many as possible. 

American soldiers (duty or principles), Christians in North Korea (religious devotion), Islamic 
extremists (religious devotion or conquest), Israeli settlers (land dispute, nationalism), etc. 

 

According to Gary Habermas, how do the examples that we see today differ from the voluntary 
deaths of some of the disciples? 

 

History teaches that adherents to founders of other religions were willing to die for their cause or 
alongside that founder.   What is it about the particulars of a)  the gospel story, and  b)  the timing of 
these disciples’ deaths, that constitutes an affirmation of our gospel?   

a) The heart of the gospel message is Jesus rising from the dead. 

b) The disciples either saw the resurrected Jesus or they didn’t.  They were present. 

 

 

Section 4 

Discuss some ways we could apply a few of these principles in the next 7 days. 

 

One suggestion (if needed):   

Each of us could ask a few friends this week their opinion on the matter in this way: 

“In our weekly discussion group we just discussed people who give their life for a cause.  

 What do you think about this matter, and who are some people who come to mind and what do you 
think was their reason to make such a sacrifice?   

Do you think any of them would pay that price if they knew that their inspiration was a lie or not true at 
all?  (Example – If Tucson, Arizona Drug Enforcement Agents knew that their director was helping out 
and being paid by Mexican drug cartels, would they continue to risk their lives under that leadership?) 

Then comment, “In our discussion group, we were talking about how many of the disciples were killed 
for their belief in Jesus’ resurrection from the dead and how since those disciples were alive when 
Jesus supposedly rose and walked among them, that they knew for sure whether that story was true 
or a lie, and we could think of no reason that they would sacrifice their lives for something that they 
knew was a lie.” 

Meet back next week to report on what happened. 

Websites for further investigation: http://www.garyhabermas.com/       http://veritasseminary.com 
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Show Notes: 

Many will die for their religion. 

Jesus’ disciples deaths were unique, in that they were voluntarily executed for something they knew 
whether or not they were dying for a lie.   

No other religious founder claimed to be raised from the dead. 

That’s pretty compelling evidence. 


